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Sampling plansfor tree nutsand for dried produce

Submitted by the delegations of Germany and the International Nut
and Dried Fruit Council (INC)

The following proposal was submitted by the deleget of Germany and the International
Nut and Dried Fruit Council (INC). The proposediftisampling plan for dry and dried
produce which describes sampling and assessmeahteafamples is based on the OECD
Operating Rules for Conformity Checks, i.e. staytiwith Section 2.7 “Sampling” and
follows the structure of that document, althouglwiauld eventually become a separate
section.

2.7 Samplingin dry and dried produce

A conformity check shall be made by assessing bulkomposite samples. It is based on
the principle of presumption that the quality ofetlrandomly taken samples is
representative of the quality of the lot.

The inspector selects at random the primary samfolelse inspected. If secondary or
reduced samples are required, these shall be fidendit random by the inspector from the
bulk sample.

Care should be taken to ensure that the removahwiples does not adversely affect the
quality of the produce.

Damaged packages should not be used as part bitkasample. They should be set aside
and may, if necessary, be subject to a separateieation and report.

Please recycle @
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2.7.1 Samplesizein case of conformity

The inspector shall determine the size of the lsallaple in such a way as to be able to
assess the lot

2.7.2 Samplesizein case of non-confor mity

The bulk sample shall comprise the following minmuwquantities whenever a lot is
declared unsatisfactory:

Packed produce
Number of packages (primary samples) to be taken
Number of packagesin the lot to consgtitute the bulk sample
up to 100 5
101 to 300 7
301 to 500 9
501 to 1000 10
over 1000 minimum 15
2.7.2.1 Secondary sample

In the case of packed produce, secondary samples thabe taken from each primary
sample to constitute the composite sample. Themimi size of the secondary sample
taken from each primary sample shall be

» between 300 g and 1 kilo, in case the producedkazhloose in the package or

» 1 or more sales packages in case of produce paokpdckages containing sales
packages.

The composite sample should be at least 3 kg. Re@uthe composite sample must be
evenly mixed.

2.7.2.2 Reduced sample

The reduced sample is taken from the composite leaamgl must comprise at least:

2 x 100 nuts in case of nuts in shell

1 kg (plus 1 kg) in case of nut kernels

1 kg (plus 1 kg) in case of dried grapes and doiedy fruits

2 x 1 kg in case of other dried produce (very iatagand sticky)

2.8 Physical check

2.8.1 Verification of packaging and presentation

The packaging, including the material used withire fpackage, shall be checked for
suitability and cleanliness according to the priovis of the relevant standard. This shall be
done on the basis of primary samples, in case dfguhproduce and in all other cases on
the basis of the lot or transport vehicle. If oobrtain types of packaging or presentation
are permitted, the inspector checks whether thesédeing used. Moreover, this check is
used to get a general impression of the lot.
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2.8.2 Verification of marking

The marking shall be checked for correctness, cetepéss and readability according to
the provisions of the standard. This shall be domé¢he basis of primary samples, in case
of packed produce and in all other cases on this bashe lot or transport vehicle. In case
of sales packages presented in packages, it iketiaghether the possible marking of the
sales packages and that of the packages is naadish.

Unless legal provisions so specify, fruit and vagéts individually wrapped in plastic are
not considered as pre-packed foodstuff and do meaessarily need to be marked in
accordance with the standard. In such cases, tmi@lwrapping can be considered a
simple protection for fragile produce.

2.8.3 Verification of characteristics of the produce

The characteristics of the produce shall be chedkedconformity with the minimum
requirements, classification, sizing, and unifoyméticcording to the provisions of the
standard. This shall be done on the basis of tthecexd sample.

The explanatory brochures published by the OECDe®eh for the Application of
International Standards for Fruit and Vegetablashyasthe UNECE are taken into account
when assessing the produce.

For dry and dried produce, the criteria on the degof development and/or moisture
content can be checked using the instruments aritloa laid down to this end in the
standard.

If during inspection it becomes obvious that the it heterogeneous, the lot should be
separated — if possible — in homogenous lots. i i not possible, the report of non-
conformity should mention the heterogeneous cheradtthe lot.

Deter mination of inspection result

The result of inspection is representative forltieas all samples (primary, secondary and
reduced sample) are taken at random.

In the case where defects are detected, the imspetiall ascertain the respective
percentage of the produce not in conformity wite #tandard by number or weight — as
specified in the standard.

If the percentage of defects found is close tottherance another bulk sample must be
checked. The overall result is reported as an geevfithe two checks.

Report of control results

According to the respective legal provisions of théividual countries and depending on
the results of control, a report on the findingsyrbe made in the form of a conformity
certificate or a report of non-conformity.

Conformity certificate

The authorised control service may issue a Ceatdiof Conformity as set out in Appendix
I, if the produce is in conformity with the relevatandard.

1
2

http://www.oecd.org/tad/fv
http://www.unece.org/trade/agr
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Several lots may be listed on the same Conformaytificate if these are uniform with
respect to the key criteria such as packer/dispatshipper, receiver and/or means of
transport.

Report of non-confor mity

If defects are found leading to non-conformity, theder must be informed about these
defects and the percentage found as well as tisemsaf complaint. This information must

be made according to the legal provisions of thitvidual countries. If the compliance of

produce with the standard is possible by a changearking or by re-grading, the trader
must be informed.

Stop-notice

A lot for which a finding of non-conformity has beessued may not be moved without the
authorisation of the authorised control servicauiigg that non-conformity report. This
authorisation can be subject to the conditionsdiaign by the authorised control service.

Re-inspection

The trader may decide to bring all or part of theihto conformity. A lot brought into
conformity may not be marketed before the authdrisentrol service has ensured by all
appropriate means that the lot has actually beemght into conformity. The inspector may
issue a conformity certificate for the lot or ptméreof only once the lot has been brought
into conformity.

Record of control results

The authorisedcontrol service shall develop and maintain a syst#nrecording the

inspection results.

Notification of non-confor mity

In case of defects or deterioration which couldenbgen detected at the time of packaging,

the authoriseatontrol service competent at export/dispatch hasetanformed. To facilitate
this notification, the notification form and codé&sd down to this end irDocument to
Facilitate the Exchange of Information Between National Control Services of Exporting and
Importing Countries on Non-Conformity of Fruit and Vegetables® should be used.

Declinein value by conformity checks

After the conformity check, the bulk/composite séarip put at the disposal of the trader.

Unless legal provisions so specify, the authorismutrol service is not bound to hand back
the elements of the bulk/composite sample destrdyeishg the conformity check.

Unless legal provisions so specify, no compensatam be claimed from the authorised
control service if the commercial value of the proel has suffered a loss.

3 http://www.oecd.org/tad/fv
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2.15 Communication

It is recommended that the authorised control sendevelops and cultivates regular
communication to the industry as well as to othgharised control services.




